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5. ON THE FLOOR

THE LEGISLATIVE 
PROCESS

All bills begin with an idea. Legislators
present their ideas or constituent ideas
to legislative staff who research, draft,
and edit the bill until it is ready to be filed.
. 

Once the bill is filed, the bill is referred to a committee. The bill
will be heard in committee where the public has the opportunity
to testify for or against the proposed legislation. The bill will be
voted out of committee and move forward or be voted down.

3. ON THE FLOOR
After the bill makes it out of committee, it is
scheduled for the chamber’s agenda and brought
up on the floor. It is then debated, amended (or
not), then voted out of the chamber.

Once the bill is passed out of its chamber of origin,
it repeats the process from committee to
chamber floor. The opposing chamber will schedule
and take up the bill on the floor for debate. 

From here it can be truly agreed and finally passed or if it
is amended, it will be sent back to the chamber of origin
where the body must agree in the changes or request a
conference committee to come to an agreement.

6. ON TO THE GOVERNOR
Once a compromise has been reached, the bill will
be truly agreed and finally passed. The final bill is
then sent to the desk of the governor.

HOW A BILL BECOMES A BILL

7. THE FINISH LINE
The governor who may sign the bill into law, veto, line-item veto,
or do nothing and or allow it to become law by not signing it. If
the bill is vetoed during session, the House and Senate can
override a governor's veto with a  two-thirds vote in each
chamber.


