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MO ACP SUPPORTS ESTABLISHING A GOLD CARDING SYSTEM TO EASE PRIOR AUTHORIZATION 
BURDENS 

SUPPORT SB 230 (B. Brown) & HB 618 (Stinnett) - Prior authorization is a common practice of health 
insurers in which physicians must first secure approval before moving forward with a patient’s medications, 
tests, or procedures to ensure the insurer covers that care. This practice involves paperwork and phone calls, 
as well as varying data elements and submission mechanisms that can force physicians to enter unnecessary 
data in electronic health records (EHRs) or perform duplicative tasks outside of the clinical workflow. 

 What patients experience from delays in prior authorization: 
o 80% of physicians from the AMA study said patients abandoned their recommended course of 

treatment either sometimes or more often.  
o 33% of physicians had seen a prior authorization requirement lead to a serious adverse event 

for a patient, including 25% who reported prior authorization leading to a patient’s 
hospitalization.  

o 89% of respondents perceived prior authorization to have a somewhat or significantly negative 
impact on patient clinical outcomes.  

 We ask that you VOTE YES on SB 230 & HB 618 to help ease the burden and costs created by prior 
authorization. 

MO ACP SUPPORTS SB 383 CREATING PROVISIONS RELATING TO NON-COMPETES INVOLVING 
PHYSICIANS 

SUPPORT SB 383 (Fitzwater) because unfair non-compete clauses are extensive in healthcare, affecting 
between 37-45% of physicians.  

 Non-competes can be especially problematic for residents, fellows, and young physicians by limiting 
their opportunities for career advancement and restricting their ability to provide care in economically 
and socially marginalized communities.  

 Non-competes can restrict competition, disrupt continuity of care, and may limit access to care. 

 Non-competes limit patient choice and interfere with doctor-patient relationships. Many non-competes 
prohibit physicians from telling patients where they are relocating to. Patients have a right to know this 
information if they wish to continue seeing their physician in a new location.  

 We ask that you VOTE YES ON SB 383 that will regulate non-compete agreements for physicians 

MO ACP SUPPORTS INCREASED TOBACCO TAX IN MISSOURI 

SUPPORT HB 521 

 Missouri currently has the lowest Tobacco Tax in the United States, at 17 cents per pack. 

 A 2021 Study found that menthol cigarettes were responsible for 1.5 million new smokers, and 
157,000 smoking-related premature deaths. 

 Among current youth e-cigarette users in 2024, flavored e-cigarette use was 97.6% among middle and 
high school students. Nicotine pouches were the second-most used product in this age group. 

 Smoking is the number 1 preventable cause of death in the US, killing over 490,000 people/year. 

 Increasing tobacco tax has been proven to reduce the number of kids that begin smoking, decrease 
the number of adult tobacco users, and provide substantial revenue to fund tobacco cessation 
programs.  

 We ask that you VOTE YES ON HB 521 that will increase Missouri’s Tobacco Tax from 17 cents per 
pack to 27 cents per pack 
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